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EDWIN  J.  FRENCH,  PRINTER,  WINSLOW. 


%o  the  jJSHnsfott?  "giuraf  pisfricf  Council. 

Winslow,  February,  1901. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  issued  this  year  to  their  Officers  new  Forms  for  record  of  statistical 
data  numbering  four  instead  of  two  ;  they  also  require  in  their  notice  more  definitely  than  hitherto,  particulars 
of  the  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  ;  they  require  exact  intimation  as  to  the  water  supply  and  whether  it 
is  pure  or  not,  the  excrement  disposal  in  vogue,  House  accommodation  and  sewage  disposal,  &c.,  &c.,  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  emphasize  that  the  reports  of  such  matters,  though  apparently  superfluous  to  the 
local  authority  as  they  necessarily  have  knowledge  of  many  points  indicated,  are  yet  most  useful  to  the  County 
Council  and  themselves.  These  new  forms  require  much  statistical  information,  research  in  former  papers  and 
clerkship,  which  if  the  Local  Government  Board  were  sufficiently  cognizant  of,  I  think  they  probably  would 
have  referred  to  the  more  leisured  and  cushioned  seats  at  Whitehall. 

There  are  few  stone  quarries  in  the  Winslow  District  though  we  have  stone  around  us  at  Brill,  Hartwell, 
Stony  Stratford  and  Thornborough.  The  Oxford  Clay  extends  mostly  over  the  district.  This  is  covered  by 
gravel,  sands,  and  large  deposits  of  clay,  and  where  the  latter  exists  there  are  few  springs.  Nearly  all  our 
streams  run  north  to  join  the  Ouse,  the  only  exception  being  a  small  driblet  at  the  end  of  Stewkley,  which 
eventually  finds  its  way  South  to  the  Thames.  The  Thames  Conservancy  being  very  particular  about  the 
pollution  of  any  tributary  running  into  their  river  has  enforced  many  improvements  with  often  great  expense  to 
the  Counties  bordering  on  its  banks.  This  has  been  the  case  at  Stewkley.  In  connection  with  this  I  may 
mention  that  our  average  rainfall  previous  to  the  last  four  years  has  been  27  inches,  but  lately  it  has  been  only 
22  or  23  inches,  consequently  the  pastures  have  been  dried  up  in  summer,  and  the  brooks,  ponds  and  wells  have 
a  much  diminished  volume  of  water.  Pasture  suits  the  clay  better  than  corn  and  mostly  dairy  farming  is  carried 
on,  much  of  the  milk  going  to  London.  The  people  are  engaged  in  Agriculture,  with  traders  and  others  associ¬ 
ated  with  them.  There  are  no  manufactures,  no  factories,  and  no  employment  except  on  the  land,  consequently 
the  younger  generation  go  away,  and  the  population  decreases. 

With  very  rare  exceptions  there  is  plenty  of  house  accommodation.  The  older  cottages  are  poor,  and  in 
some  cases  dilapidated,  but  these  are  gradually  being  replaced  by  larger  and  better  houses.  Some  of  the  old 
dwellings  as  at  Drayton,  Grandborough,  and  elsewhere,  were  built  on  the  side  of  the  road  with  no  garden 
accommodation  and  very  limited  space.  This  always  means  an  unwholesome  sanitary  condition,  more  so  in  the 
country  than  in  towns,  where  scavenging  and  drainage  are  more  systematic. 

We  have  now  however,  very  much  improved  Byelaws  and  no  house  can  be  erected  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Rural  Authority,  who  insist  on  a  proper  distance  of  Pigstyes  from  the  dwelling,  sufficient  thickness  of  walls, 
fire-places  up  stairs,  and  a  good  water  supply. 

The  sewage  and  drainage  have  been  commented  on  in  previous  reports.  Various  schemes  for  draining 
Winslow  have  been  made,  some  by  Sanitary  Engineers  ;  but  there  is  opposition  to  every  plan  and  much 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  any  new  drainage  scheme  at  all. 

Stewkley  has  had  to  go  to  some  expense  to  provide  new  drainage  to  satisfy  the  Thames  Conservancy. 
This  has  been  carried  out  under  the  Inspector’s  supervision. 

Mursley. — There  have  been  three  Local  Government  Board  inquiries  as  to  the  proposed  new  system  of 
drainage  in  Mursley.  The  undertaking  is  now  in  a  fair  way  to  be  carried  out  and  entails  an  enormous  expense. 
Indeed  whatever  may  be  said  about  the  depreciation  of  land,  ground  becomes  very  valuable  when  required  for 
sanitary  purposes  and  until  some  bill  for  compulsory  purchase  of  suitable  land  when  required  for  sewage  is 
passed,  the  risk  of  a  great  addition  to  the  rates  is  the  deterrent  to  improvement.  Most  of  the  sewage  in  the 
district  flows  into  ditches  and  after  more  or  less  purification  through  deposit  and  atmospheric  influence,  finds  its 
way  into  tributaries  of  the  Ouse. 

Of  course  the  house  drains  have  been  much  improved  in  the  last  few  years,  but  the  general  drainage  has 
not  kept  pace.  Where  brooks  run  through  villages  like  Little  Horwood  and  Shenley,  the  system  of  draining 
into  the  brooks  becomes  more  obviously  offensive  ;  indeed  I  consider  that  Shenley  Brook  End,  where  the  drains 
are  running  into  the  brook  from  all  parts,  constitutes  a  grave  danger.  There  was  in  1896  a  Local  Government 
Board  inquiry  in  Shenley  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  water  supply,  and  at  that  time  I  made  a  house  to  house 
inspection  with  the  Inspector  and  drew  out  a  long  report  which  was  forwarded  to  London. 

In  Ilogston  most  of  the  middens  are  on  the  earth-pail  system,  but  as  has  been  remarked  often  in  my  reports, 
it  is  a  failure  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  supplying  earth  and  the  distance  the  pails  have  to  be  carried  to  scavenge 
them. 

In  Winslow  we  have  had  the  scavenge  cart  and  the  middens  are  cleaned  out  by  the  public  scavenger.  This 
is  at  any  rate  an  improvement  on  the  old  system,  when  filth  was  allowed  to  lie  about  near  the  houses  for  months. 
With  the  exception  of  Winslow  and  Hogston  the  old-fashioned  middens  are  used,  with  holes  simply  dug  in  the 
soil  and  not  even  lined  with  bricks.  These  are  cleaned  out  on  many  occasions  most  irregularly,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  have  to  be  continually  wakened  up  or  they  would  be  allowed  to  overflow. 


The  Water  Supply  of  the  District  is  derived  with  two  exceptions  from  wells  and  springs.  Many  of  the 
springs  contain  iron  and  all  the  water  contains  much  lime,  and  is  consequently  termed  “hard.”  The  purest 
water  in  the  District  is  a  public  supply  at  Little  Horwood,  which  was  obtained  at  little  cost  from  a  hill  in  the 
neighbourhood  and  conveyed  in  pipes  to  various  standcocks  in  the  village.  There  is  plenty  of  water  with  good 
pressure  and  of  splendid  quality.  Unfortunately  to  supply  Winslow  would  be  a  much  greater  relative  cost,  as 
unless  pumping  were  resorted  to,  we  have  no  supply  at  a  sufficient  height  within  some  distance.  The  wells  as 
everyone  knows,  have  had  their  contents  analysed  and  found  defective.  There  have  been  two  petitions  got  up 
in  the  town,  one  for,  and  another  against,  obtaining  water  from  a  distance.  No  doubt  a  serious  epidemic  would 
bring  it  at  once,  but  we  have  been  very  free  from  Zymotic  disease  in  Winslow.  The  North  Marston  water 
supply  which  is  obtained  from  a  well  at  the  top  of  the  village  and  conveyed  to  the  lower  parts  in  pipes  by 
gravitation  has  not  been  such  a  conspicuous  success  as  that  at  Little  Horwood.  It  has  been  at  times 
intermittent  and  the  quantity  is  none  too  much. 

The  other  parts  of  the  District  are  supplied  with  wells,  and  springs,  some  of  them  shallow  and  liable  to  be 
contaminated,  of  course  many  have  been  improved  the  last  few  years,  having  been  properly  bricked  and  securely 
fenced  round,  to  prevent  animals  and  birds  resorting  to  them,  but  some  are  no  doubt  suspicious  now,  and  two 
have  been  condemned  the  last  few  months  by  the  Public  Analyst  and  closed  by  your  Board. 

We  have  no  Infectious  Hospital,  a  feature  which  has  often  been  commented  on  by  me.  No  proper  isolation 
of  patients  from  their  friends  can  be  thoroughly  carried  out  in  consequence.  We  can  generally  prevent  the 
infection  spreading  from  house  to  house,  but  cannot  protect  the  inmates  of  cottages.  The  Notification  Act 
adopted  from  the  commencement  by  your  Board,  has  been  a  real  advantage,  enabling  the  Authorities  who  have 
thereby  immediate  notice  of  an  outbreak  to  at  once  cope  with  it.  The  Inspector  sees  himself  to  fumigating  and 
disinfecting  the  houses  after  the  inmates  are  certified  as  free  from  infection  and  plenty  of  disinfectants  are 
distributed  ad  lib  and  gratuitously  during  the  course  of  the  outbreak. 

Much  improvement  has  been  effected  in  Drayton,  East  Claydon,  and  Stewkley  in  the  sewage  disposal 
during  the  year,  new  drainage  pipes  and  a  new  system  being  enforced.  Moreover  the  old  unsocketted  pipes 
are  being  gradually  replaced  by  properly  glazed  socketted  pipes  everywhere,  when  an  opportunity  occurs.  The 
Inspector  has  caused  the  scavenging  of  numerous  closets  and  cesspools,  the  tenants  wanting  constantly  to  be 
roused  up  on  these  points.  In  my  pereginations  round  I  have  brought  to  your  notice  various  nuisances  which 
have  been  abated. 

Zymotic  Diseases.  —  Only  one  fatal  case  of  the  whole  number  of  Scheduled  infectious  diseases  occurred, 
of  course  that  is  very  satisfactory,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  no  fatal  case  was  recorded  in 
the  two  previous  years.  The  one  death,  that  of  Diphtheria,  took  place  at  Dunton,  where  another  child  was 
ill  also,  out  of  a  large  family,  the  rest  of  whom  escaped.  The  investigations  and  precautions  taken,  were  fully 
detailed  at  the  time. 

An  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  Love  Row,  Drayton  Parslow,  in  November  caused  a  thorough  investigation 
into  the  state  of  these  premises.  The  pigstyes  at  the  back  and  the  drainage  has  often  caused  trouble  and  has 
been  frequently  reported  to  the  Board.  On  this  occasion  the  demolition  of  the  out-buildings  and  discontinuance 
of  pig  keeping  was  urged  and  an  analysis  of  the  water  recommended.  The  water  was  taken  by  the  Inspector  in 
my  presence,  sealed  up,  and  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst,  who  condemned  the  water  in  strong  terms.  Your 
Board  then  ordered  the  well  to  be  fastened  up. 

In  January  four  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  reported  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  How  it  originated  we 
never  discovered.  Every  precaution  was  taken  as  you  know,  and  no  epidemic  occurred.  In  October  three 
children  were  taken  ill  with  Scarlatina  in  a  lone  farm  house  at  Dunton.  They  had  been  attending  an  Aylesbury 
School,  and  some  cases  of  Scarlatina  existed  in  that  town.  In  farm  houses  the  utmost  caution  is  taken  with 
regard  to  the  milk  in  all  cases  of  Zymotic  disease.  We  had  four  more  children  ill  with  Scarlatina  in  Winslow, 
in  November.  They  went  to  different  schools  and  it  is  mysterious  how  they  contracted  the  infection.  Some 
slight  case  perhaps  unknown  to  the  parents  must  have  been  going  about  amongst  others  in  the  town.  The 
advantage  of  the  Notification  Act  is  marked,  we  never  have  an  epidemic  now,  and,  the  disease  is  kept  within 
the  bounds  of  the  houses  effected.  Some  measles  have  occurred  during  the  year  all  of  slight  nature,  though 
necessitating  the  closing  of  the  schools  at  North  Marston  and  Mursley. 

The  death  column  Table  IV,  does  not  occasion  much  comment,  Influenza  played  a  small  part  in  the  results 
and  some  of  the  months  have  been  remarkably  healthy,  indeed,  during  one  month  no  death  took  place.  The 
premature  births  were  eight,  but  the  infant  mortality  otherwise  was  remarkably  low,  only  three,  and  only  nine 
altogether  under  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.  F.  VAISEY. 
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